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Only a small change in the length C ALCIUM IONS are known to accelerate the formation of a fibrin clot from fibrinogen in the presence of thrombin."2 The conversion of fibrinogen to the fibrin clot is a multistep process, and many studies have attempted to examine the specific step influenced by calcium. These studies traditionally have divided fibrin clot formation into two steps, (I) the conversion of fibrinogen to fibrin monomer by the action of the proteolytic enzyme thrombin and (2) Figure  1 shows the relationship between particle size and time obtained from the fibrinogen-thrombin system in the absence and presence of 2.0 mM CaCl2.
RESULTS
Both experiments showed the expected induction period followed by a period of rapid increase in particle size. The time course of the reactions can be conveniently characterized by two variables, and (2) In contrast to the minor effect on the length of the induction period, the rate of particle size increase was dramatically accelerated (400%) by addition of calcium (Fig. 3) . The calcium concentration dependence of this effect was similar to that seen in Fig. 2 , with physiologic calcium concentrations producing a near-maximum acceleration.
Again, addition of sodium chloride showed that this increased rate was not a result of increased ionic strength. 
